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Book Reviews
REVIEWED BY JOSHUA GAGE

Rungate ɺ;੮#̼;͐ͅɘˑ੮ äʮ˚˺˦ʇ੮ä˚ʮ͐ʩ੮ ફ)͙ˌʇ੮õ˦ʮͷʇ̼ͅʮ͐;੮Ø̼ʇͅͅੴ੮#ʮ͐;ੴ੮
#˺͙˦̼͐;ੵ੮৲ৰ৲৵બੳ੮ৱৰ৴੮̹ ɘʡʇͅੴ੮̹ ɘ̹ʇ̼ɺɘɻˌ੮ફɘʁʁʮ͐ʮ˺˦ɘˑ੮ʠ˺̼˚ɘ͐ͅ੮ɘͷɘʮˑɘɺˑʇબ੮
ISBN: 978-1-4780-3181-9. $24.95 from online and local booksellers. 

Runagate੮ ʮͅ੮ ɘ੮ ɻ˺ˑˑʇɻ͐ʮ˺˦੮ ˺ʠ੮ ʩɘʮˌ͙੮ ͅʇή͙ʇ˦ɻʇͅੴ੮ ͐ɘ˦ˌɘ੮ ͅʇή͙ʇ˦ɻʇͅੴ੮
tanka, haibun, and related Japanese short forms centered on the 
experiences and narratives of fugitives from the American Slave 
î̼ɘʁʇੳ੮ #̼;͐ͅɘˑ੮ äʮ˚˺˦ʇ੮ ä˚ʮ͐ʩ੮ ʮͅ੮ U˦̼͙͐ͅɻ͐˺̼੮ ˺ʠ੮ ͐ʩʇ੮ ɕ˺˚̹ͅ˺˦੮
Writing Program at Duke University and current president of the 
Haiku Society of America. She is the author of three chapbooks 
of poetry and the full-length collection, Dark Testament: Blackout 
Ø˺ʇ˚ͅੳ੮�ͅ੮ɺ˺͐ʩ੮ɘ੮ɻ˺ˑˑʇɻ͐ʮ˺˦੮˺ʠ੮ʩɘʮˌ͙੮ɘ˦ʁ੮͐ɘ˦ˌɘ੮ͅʇή͙ʇ˦ɻʇͅੴ੮ɘͅ੮͸ʇˑˑ੮
as book of poetry, Runagate advances previous experiments with 
form, research, and biographical imagination to create one of the 
most haunting and inspiring collections of haiku ever. 

What sets Runagate apart from most other haiku collections is the 
source material. Crystal Simone Smith is a talented and acclaimed 
ɘɻɘʁʇ˚ʮɻ੮ɘ˦ʁ੮̼ʇͅʇɘ̼ɻʩʇ ੳ̼੮"͙ʮˑʁʮ˦ʡ੮˺ҝ੮ɘ੮ɻˑɘͅͅ੮˺˦੮ͅˑɘͷʇ੮˦ɘ̼̼ɘ͐ʮͷʇͅ੮
she created for Duke, Smith began researching the ways nature was 
̼ʇ̹̼ʇͅʇ˦͐ʇʁ੮͐˺੮ʇ˦ͅˑɘͷʇʁ੮̹ʇ˺̹ˑʇ੮ʮ˦੮͐ʩʇ੮õ˦ʮ͐ʇʁ੮ä͐ɘ͐ʇͅੳ੮ɕʮͅ੮̼ʇͅʇɘ̼ɻʩ੮
led to databases and collections of slave narratives, recordings, 
museums with physical artifacts, even former plantations that 
͸ʇ̼ʇ੮ ͐ͅʇʇ̹ʇʁ੮͸ʮ͐ʩ੮ ͐ʩʇ੮ ʡʩ˺͐ͅͅ੮ ˺ʠ੮ ͐ʩʇ੮ ̹ɘ͐ͅੴ੮ ɘˑˑ੮ ɺʇҰʮ˦ʡ੮ ʠ˺̼੮ ͷ˺ʮɻʇੳ੮
õͅʮ˦ʡ੮ ʩʇ̼੮ ͅˌʮˑˑͅ੮ ɘͅ੮ ɘ੮ ̹˺ʇ͐ੴ੮ ̹ͅʇɻʮӇɻɘˑˑ;੮ ʩʇ̼੮ ͅˌʮˑˑͅ੮ ɘͅ੮ ɘ੮ ͐ɘ˦ˌɘ੮ ɘ˦ʁ੮
haiku poet, Crystal Simone Smith gave those spirits a voice and 
told their stories.

one pair of shoes
worn out & tied up
with strings—
͸ʩʇ̼ʇ੮͸ʇ੮͸ɘˑˌʇʁ੮͸ʇ੮ˑʇҭ
bird-like tracks
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Christmas Eve
Daddy told me
I was a free man
and that was all
he had to give me

Ûʇɘʁʇ̼ͅ੮˚ɘ;੮ɺʇ੮ʠɘ˚ʮˑʮɘ̼੮͸ʮ͐ʩ੮ͅʮ˚ʮˑɘ̼੮ͅʇή͙ʇ˦ɻʇͅ੮ʠ̼˺˚੮ɘ͙͐ʩ˺̼ͅ੮ˑʮˌʇ੮
ä˺˦ʮɘ੮äɘ˦ɻʩʇΈੴ੮͸ʩ˺੮͸̼˺͐ʇ੮ɘ੮ͅʇ̼ʮʇͅ੮˺ʠ੮ʩɘʮˌ͙੮ͅʇή͙ʇ˦ɻʇͅ੮͐ʩɘ͐੮͸˺̼ˌ੮
as praise poems and elegies for her familial and cultural ancestors. 
Also, Lenard Moore, former president of the Haiku Society of 
�˚ʇ̼ʮɻɘੴ੮ ʩɘͅ੮ ͸̼ʮ͐͐ʇ˦੮ ͐͸˺੮ ɺ˺˺ˌચˑʇ˦ʡ͐ʩ੮ ͅʇή͙ʇ˦ɻʇͅ੮ ˺ʠ੮ �ʠ̼ʮɻɘ˦ચ
American haiku. Both Sanchez and Moore, however, focused on 
topics, events, and people who were well known, if not famous. 
What Smith does with Runagate is builds on that lineage, but 
focuses on the stories of the unknown, the extraordinary stories 
ɘ˦ʁ੮ͷ˺ʮɻʇͅ੮˺ʠ੮͐ʩ˺ͅʇ੮ˑʇҭ੮˺͙͐੮˺ʠ੮͐ʩʇ੮ʩʮ͐ͅ˺̼;੮ɺ˺˺ˌͅ੮ɺ͙͐੮͐ͅʮˑˑ੮ͷʮ͐ɘˑ੮͐˺੮
the great narrative of history, especially as testament to the horrors 
of the American Slave Trade. 

Anderson

winter morning—
the auction block’s 
gathered crowd

the auctioneer’s
echoed cries for bids

our family of four
ͅ˺ˑʁ੮˺ҝ੮͐ʩʇ੮̹͙̼ɻʩɘͅʇ̼ͅ
separated forever

this lone journey
I memorized curves
of the river bend
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almost Christmas
U੮ɻ˺͙˦͐੮͐ʩʇ੮ˑʇɘӈʇͅͅ੮̼͐ʇʇͅ

no matter the lash
I’ll return my arms—
˺˦ʇ੮Ӈ˦ɘˑ੮ʡ˺˺ʁɺ;ʇ

To further ground these poems in reality, Smith pairs every 
ͅʇή͙ʇ˦ɻʇ੮͸ʮ͐ʩ੮ɘ˦੮ɘɻ͙͐ɘˑ੮ʠ͙ʡʮ͐ʮͷʇ੮ɘʁͷʇ̼͐ʮͅʇ˚ʇ˦͐੮ʠ̼˺˚੮͐ʩʇ੮H̼ʇʇʁ˺˚੮
˺˦੮ ͐ʩʇ੮{˺ͷʇ੮ ʁɘ͐ɘɺɘͅʇੳ੮ɕʇͅʇ੮ ̼ʇɻ˺̼ʁͅ੮ ˺ʠ੮ ʩʮ͐ͅ˺̼;ੴ੮ ˺ʠ੮͸ʩʮɻʩ੮ ͐ʩʇ̼ʇ੮
are thousands, provide the perspectives of slave-owners as a vile, 
dehumanizing contrast to the voices Smith summons in her poems. 

Runagate is a complex literary masterwork. As a document of 
research, it provides a very human voice to an easily abstracted 
or theorized shame of United States history. As literature, it is 
unfortunately necessary. Smith celebrates forgotten heroes, some 
͸ʩ˺੮˚ɘ;੮ʩɘͷʇ੮˦˺੮͐ͅ˺̼;੮˺̼੮ͷ˺ʮɻʇ੮ˑʇҭ੮ɺʇ;˺˦ʁ੮͐ʩ˺ͅʇ੮͐ʩɘ͐੮ͅʩʇ੮ɻ̼ʇɘ͐ʇʁੳ੮
Still, there is an authenticity that permeates this collection, an 
ɘ˦͐ʩ˺ˑ˺ʡʮΈʇʁ੮ ɻʩ˺ʮ̼੮ ˺ʠ੮ ͙˦ʮή͙ʇ੮ ͷ˺ʮɻʇͅ੮ ͸ʮ͐ʩ੮ ɘ੮ ɻ˺˚˚˺˦੮ ʩʮ͐ͅ˺̼;੮
and experience, all singing a hymn to freedom. To ground this 
book in the contemporary, Smith bookends her collection with 
͐͸˺੮ ʩɘʮɺ͙˦ੴ੮ ɺ˺͐ʩ੮ ˺ʠ੮ ͸ʩʮɻʩ੮ ɘ̼ʇ੮ ɘɻʩʮ˦ʡˑ;੮ ̹ʇ̼ͅ˺˦ɘˑ੮ ;ʇ͐੮ ʁʇӇɘ˦͐ˑ;੮
resolute, illuminating parallels between the weight of history and 
͐ʩʇ੮ɻ͙̼̼ʇ˦͐੮ͅ˺ɻʮ˺ચ̹˺ˑʮ͐ʮɻɘˑ੮ɻˑʮ˚ɘ͐ʇੳ੮ɕʮͅ੮ɺ˺˺ˌ੮ ʮͅ੮ɘˑˑ੮ɺ͙͐੮̼ʇή͙ʮ̼ʇʁ੮
reading for anyone interested in contemporary English language 
haiku and tanka. Beyond that, anyone interested in history and the 
˺˦ʡ˺ʮ˦ʡ੮Ӈʡʩ͐੮ ʠ˺̼੮ ʠ̼ʇʇʁ˺˚ੴ੮ʇή͙ɘˑʮ͐;ੴ੮ɘ˦ʁ੮ͅ˺ɻʮɘˑ੮ ˈ͙͐ͅʮɻʇ੮ ʮ˦੮ ͅ˺ɻʮʇ͐;੮
͸ʮˑˑ੮ɺʇ˦ʇӇ͐੮ʠ̼˺˚੮̼ʇɘʁʮ˦ʡ੮͐ʩʮͅ੮ɻ˺ˑˑʇɻ͐ʮ˺˦ੳ�� 
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The San Franciso Haiku Anthology: Volume 2 edited by Susan 
�˦͐˺ˑʮ˦ੴ੮Iɘ̼̼;੮Iɘ;ੴ੮ɘ˦ʁ੮#ɘ̼˺ˑ;˦੮Pɘˑˑੳ੮ફä̹ɘ̼ʇ੮Ø˺ʇ˚ͅ੮Ø̼ʇͅͅੵ੮৲ৰ৲৴બੳ੮
৲৵ৱ੮̹ɘʡʇͅੴ੮ ͅ˺ҭɻ˺ͷʇ̼੮ ફʇɺ˺˺ˌ੮ͷʇ̼ͅʮ˺˦੮ɘˑͅ˺੮ ɘͷɘʮˑɘɺˑʇબੳ੮ Uä"�ੵ੮৹৷৹ચ৸ચ


