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Sometimes, though, the poems veer into the didactic:

siesta —
when all else fails

be sure to take one

Or, the haiku seem to be leaning towards a motivational message:

homage to Monet —
I won’t let my inner landscape

crust over

And, on occasion, the poems center on themes that could be 
characterized as generic:

desert rose —
sometimes beauty is right

underfoot

Overall, Memo to Warhol: A Collaboration of Art & Haiku in Color is 
an entertaining and intriguing homage to a legendary artist. In my 
opinion, there are a few moments where the poems could be more 
subtle or nuanced, and the art could perhaps be better displayed. 
ä͐ʮˑˑੴ੮ʮʠ੮;˺͙੮ɘ̼ʇ੮ɘ੮ʠɘ˦੮˺ϲ੮Ĕɘ̼ʩ˺ˑ੮ɘ˦ʁ੮Û˺ɺʇ̼͐੮/̹͐ͅʇʮ ૄ˦ͅ੮ʩɘʮˌ͙ੴ੮;˺͙੮
͸ʮˑˑ੮Ӈ˦ʁ੮ʠ˺˺ʁ੮ʠ˺̼੮͐ ʩ˺͙ʡʩ͐੮͸ʩʮˑʇ੮ɘˑͅ˺੮ʇͽ̹ˑ˺̼ʮ˦ʡ੮ɘ੮̼ ɘ˦ʡʇ੮˺ ʠ੮ʇ˚˺͐ʮ˺˦ͅ੮
and sentiments.�� 

REVIEWED BY DANIEL SHANK CRUZ

Two Seasons in Israel: A Selection of Peace and War Haiku by Rick 
"ˑɘɻˌ੮ફî͙̼͐ˑʇ੮rʮʡʩ͐੮Ø̼ʇͅͅੴ੮�̼ˑʮ˦ʡ͐˺˦ੴ੮ē�ੵ੮৲ৰ৲৴બੳ੮ৱ৳৹੮̹ ɘʡʇͅੴ੮ͅ ˺ҭɻ˺ͷʇ ੳ̼੮
ISBN:  . 978-0-9748147-7-3. $16.95 from turtlelightpress.com. 

Two Seasons in Israel is an expanded version of Black’s 2007 
chapbook, Peace and War: A Collection of Haiku from Israel. Black, 
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who lived in Israel for six years working as a journalist, decided the 
expansion was necessary as a response to the events of October 7, 
৲ৰ৲৳ੴ੮ɘ˦ʁ੮͐ʩʇʮ̼੮ɘҭʇ̼˚ɘ͐ʩੳ੮"ˑɘɻˌ੮͸̼ʮ͐ʇͅ੮͐ʩɘ͐੮͸ʩʇ˦੮̹͙͐͐ʮ˦ʡ੮͐˺ʡʇ͐ʩʇ̼੮
the collection “I realized that the poems were divided between two 
ͅʇɘͅ˺˦ͅੵ੮̹ʇɘɻʇ੮ɘ˦ʁ੮͸ɘ̼ૂ੮ફʮͽબੴ੮ʩʇ˦ɻʇ੮͐ʩʇ੮ɺ˺˺ˌૄͅ੮͐ʮ͐ˑʇੳ੮ɕʇ੮ɻ˺ˑˑʇɻ͐ʮ˺˦੮
ɻ˺˦͐ɘʮ˦ͅ੮ ɘ̼˺͙˦ʁ੮ ৲ৰৰ੮ ʩɘʮˌ͙ઃͅʇ˦̼;͙ੴ੮ ͸ʮ͐ʩ੮ ͅʇͷʇ˦͐ʇʇ˦੮ ɺˑɘɻˌચɘ˦ʁચ
white photographs interspersed throughout. It also includes a 
glossary of terms from the poems that is a helpful accessibility 
tool, showing that Black is genuine in his wish that the book will 
ʩʇˑ̹੮̼ʇɘʁʇ̼ͅ੮ˑʇɘ̼˦੮ɘɺ˺͙͐੮͐ʩʇ੮ɻ˺˦ӈʮɻ͐ੳ੮

Two Seasons does not shy away from portraying the ravages of 
violence:

˺˦ʇચˑʇҰʇʁ੮ͷʇ͐
the ricochet of dice
by his espresso

just buried soldier—
too soon for his mother
to notice the crocus

ɕ̼˺͙ʡʩ˺͙͐੮͐ʩʇ੮ɻ˺ˑˑʇɻ͐ʮ˺˦ੴ੮͐ʩʇ̼ʇ੮ʮͅ੮ɘ੮ͅʇ˦ͅʇ੮˺ʠ੮͸ʇɘ̼ʮ˦ʇͅͅ੮ɘɺ˺͙͐੮ʩ˺͸੮
long the violence has lasted alongside a sense of hope that peace 
will prevail and the strife will become only a memory:

highway's edge
old armored vehicles rust
beneath cypress trees

an armored tank
completely surrounded
ή͙ʇʇ˦੮ɘ˦˦ʇ૊ͅ ੮ˑɘɻʇ

ɕʇ੮ɻ˺ˑˑʇɻ͐ʮ˺˦੮ʠ̼ʇή͙ʇ˦͐ˑ;੮͙ͅʇͅ੮ɻʩʮˑʁ̼ʇ˦੮ɘͅ੮ɘ੮ͅ;˚ɺ˺ˑ੮˺ʠ੮ ͐ʩʮͅ੮ʩ˺̹ʇ੮
and resilience:

{͙ͅˑʮ˚੮ĺ͙ɘ̼͐ʇ̼ੵ
boys keep playing soccer
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despite the gunshots

Hasidic boys
slide down the bomb shelter—
its slippery roof

U˦੮˺˦ʇ੮̹˺ʇ˚੮͐ʩɘ͐੮ͅ˺͙˦ʁͅ੮ˑʮˌʇ੮ͅ˺˚ʇ͐ʩʮ˦ʡ੮"ɘͅʩ̱੮˚ʮʡʩ͐੮ʩɘͷʇ੮͸̼ʮ͐͐ʇ˦੮
on his wanderings, we are reminded that peace is something 
achieved not just between humans, but also between humans and 
the environment: 

sign posted
at the Latrun monastery:
ુ)˺ ૄ˦͐੮ʩ͙̼͐੮͐ʩʇ੮ӈ˺͸ʇ̼ͅ੸ૂ

ɕʇͅʇ੮ˑ ɘ͐ͅ੮Ӈͷʇ੮̹ ˺ʇ˚ͅ੮ʇ̹ʮ͐˺˚ʮΈʇ੮˺ ˦ʇ੮ʩɘˑʠ੮˺ ʠ੮͐ ʩʇ੮ɻ˺ˑˑʇɻ͐ʮ˺ ૄ˦ͅ੮͐ ʩ˺͙ʡʩ͐ચ
provoking subtitle. I know what a “war haiku” is, but “peace haiku” 
is an under-utilized genre that deserves more practitioners. Black 
͙ͅɻɻʇͅͅʠ͙ˑˑ;੮͸̼ʮ͐ʇͅ੮ɘɺ˺͙͐੮͙ͅɻʩ੮ɘ੮ʁʮͷʮͅʮͷʇ੮ɻ˺˦ӈʮɻ͐੮ɺʇɻɘ͙ͅʇ੮ʩʇ੮̼ʇˈʇɻ͐ͅ੮
͐ʩʇ੮ɺʮ˦ɘ̼;੮˺ʠ੮U̼ͅɘʇˑʮઃØɘˑʇ͐ͅʮ˦ʮɘ˦੮͐˺੮ʠ˺ɻ͙ͅ੮ʮ˦͐ͅʇɘʁ੮˺˦੮͐ʩɘ͐੮ɺʇ͐͸ʇʇ˦੮
war and peace, making it clear that the haiku way is on the side of 
̹ʇɘɻʇੳ੮ɕʇ੮ɺ˺˺ˌ੮ʁʇɻˑɘ̼ʇͅ੮͐ʩʮͅ੮͸ʮ͐ʩ˺͙͐੮ɺʇʮ˦ʡ੮̹̼ʇɘɻʩ;ੳ੮U੮ʩ˺̹ʇ੮͐ʩɘ͐੮
more haijin begin using “peace haiku” as a form for their work. 
As good as Two Seasons’ poems are, this concept may be its most 
important contribution to English-language haiku.

A few poems are too direct to work as haiku or senryu. Here are 
two examples that also show Black’s tendency to overuse dashes 
as kireji:

ˑ͙Ұɘʡʇ੮̼ʇ̹ɘʮ̼ઝ
if only our broken hearts
could be mended

plowshares, indeed
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will we ever stop
͸ɘʡʮ˦ʡ੮͸ɘ̼੺

However, overall Two Seasons in Israel is well worth reading. It does 
ɘ˦੮ʇͽɻʇˑˑʇ˦͐੮ ˈ˺ɺ੮ʇͽɘ˚ʮ˦ʮ˦ʡ੮ʮ͐ͅ੮̹ͅʇɻʮӇɻ੮͙ͅɺˈʇɻ͐੮˚ɘ͐͐ʇ̼੮͸ʩʮˑʇ੮ɘˑͅ˺੮
˺ҝʇ̼ʮ˦ʡ੮ɘ੮̹˺͸ʇ̼ʠ͙ˑ੮ʡʇ˦ʇ̼ɘˑ੮ʇͽɘ˚̹ˑʇ੮˺ʠ੮ʩ˺͸੮͐˺੮͙ͅɻɻʇͅͅʠ͙ˑˑ;੮͸̼ʮ͐ʇ੮
politically-inspired haiku. ��

BRIEFLY REVIEWED BY JOSHUA GAGE

magnolia diary ɺ;੮̹ɘ͙ˑ੮˚ੳ੮ફ{˺ʁʇ̼˦੮Pɘʮˌ͙੮Ø̼ʇͅͅੴ੮#ʩɘ˚̹ɘʮʡ˦ੴ੮Urੴ੮
õä�ੵ੮ ৲ৰ৲৴બੳ੮ ৹ৰ੮ ̹ɘʡʇͅੴ੮ ̹ʇ̼ʠʇɻ͐੮ ͅ˺ҭɺ˺͙˦ʁੳ੮ Uä"�ੵ੮ ৹৷৸ચৰચ৹৶ৰৰ৸৵৵ચ
৸ચ৳ੳ੮ ଏৱ৲੮ ଱ä૟P੮ ʁʮ̼ʇɻ͐ˑ;੮ ʠ̼˺˚੮ ͐ʩʇ੮ ̹͙ɺˑʮͅʩʇ̼੮ ɘ͐੮ ʩ̹͐͐ͅੵઃઃ͸͸͸ੳ
˚˺ʁʇ̼˦ʩɘʮˌ͙ੳ˺̼ʡઃ˚ʩɺ˺˺ˌͅઃ{ʮˑˑʇ̼ચ{ɘʡ˦˺ˑʮɘ)ʮɘ̼;ੳʩ͐˚ˑੳ੮

magnolia diary contains over one hundred haiku and senryu 
focusing on themes of aging, memory, and loneliness.  paul m 
is an accomplished haiku poet, and these haiku resonate with 
each other to create a beautiful chorus of poetry. Sample poems: 
;˺͙˦ʡ੮ Ӈʁʁˑʇʩʇɘʁͅચચઃ͙˦̹ɘɻˌʮ˦ʡ੮ ˑ͙˦ɻʩ͐ʮ˚ʇૄͅઃ�ä�U)੶੮ ʁʮ˦ʮ˦ʡ੮
ɘˑ˺˦ʇઃ͐ʩʇ੮͸ɘ͐ʇ̼੮ʡˑɘͅͅઃɘ̼̼ʮͷʇͅ੮͸ʮ͐ʩ੮ ˑʮ̹͐ͅʮɻˌੳ੮ɕʮͅ੮ɺ˺˺ˌ੮ ʮͅ੮ ̼͐ͅ˺˦ʡˑ;੮
recommended to and belongs on the shelf of any reader interested 
in contemporary English Language Haiku and poetry. ��

How Do You Haiku? A step-by-step guide with templates by Danna 
ä˚ʮ͐ʩ੮ફØˑ͙˚ɺɘʡ˺੮Ø̼ʇͅͅੴ੮Ĕ˺˺ʁɺ̼ʮʁʡʇੴ੮#�ੴ੮õä�ੵ੮৲ৰ৲৳બੳ੮ৱৰ৶੮̹ɘʡʇͅੴ੮
̹ʇ̼ʠʇɻ͐੮ ͅ˺ҭɺ˺͙˦ʁ੮ ફɘʁʁʮ͐ʮ˺˦ɘˑ੮ ʠ˺̼˚ɘ͐ͅ੮ ɘͷɘʮˑɘɺˑʇબੳ੮ Uä"�ੵ੮ ৹৷৸ચ৸ચ
9887378-1-0. $19 from Amazon.com 

How Do You Haiku? by Danna Smith is guide to haiku and related 
ʠ˺̼˚ͅ੮ ʠ˺̼੮ ͐͸ʇʇ˦ͅੳ੮ɕʮͅ੮ɺ˺˺ˌ੮ ɘʮ˚ͅ੮ ͐˺੮ ͐ʇɘɻʩ੮ ͐͸ʇʇ˦ͅ੮ ͐ʩʇ੮ɺɘͅʮɻͅ੮ ˺ʠ੮
haiku history and writing, seeking a balance between playfully 
encouraging and educational. Older grade school and younger 
tweens are the clear target audience, from the use of simplistic 
ʠ˺˦͐ͅ੮ɘͅ੮͸ʇˑˑ੮ɘͅ੮ɻ˺˚ʮɻ੮ʡ̼ɘ̹ʩʮɻͅੳ੮ɕʇ੮ɺ˺˺ˌ੮ʮͅ੮ʁʮ̼ʇɻ͐ʇʁ੮͐ ˺͸ɘ̼ʁͅ੮͐ ʩʇ˚ੴ੮


